Advanced Ceramics
Container Project Week 1

Vocabulary 

· Articulate
To put into words clearly and concisely.

· Analyze
To study and determine the relationship of the parts.

· Aesthetic
A branch of philosophy dealing with the nature of beauty, art, taste and with the creation and appreciation of beauty.
   

· Stylize

To design according to an artistic expression rather than according to nature or tradition.

· Ritual

The established form for a ceremony.  

Mission:

The SPHS Spring Art Show will feature a section titled “The Container”.  Our classroom will have control of the arrangement of works selected for the show.   The person who does the best job of analyzing three containers from various cultures will be allowed to vote for the first, second and third place winner in this category.  This means you will have a voice in the winners of this category in the spring show.  You will need to write three paragraphs about three different works of art.  Your works can come from any culture or time period.  You will need to refer to the headings below and criteria to write each paragraph.  Your work should be typed in word with an image of the work you have selected to discuss.  Use complete sentences and have two of your classmates read your work for content and structure.  Make sure your proofreaders sign your work at the bottom of the page.  If you should choose to work at home and use a parent that is fine.
You may also discover your own resources!  We will have three days on the internet to complete this assignment.  This assignment will count for one weekly grade.  100 points.  Do your best.
Evaluation will be based on:
25 points following  instruction
25 points each description
Answer all the questions for each topic clearly.  Use vocabulary associated with ceramics.  Seek assistance from classmates with selections and organization of paper.

Your choices should discuss the following criteria:

Form

What are the artistic processes selected by the artist?

What is the media, dimensions, discuss the skill in handling of the media.

What elements and principles of art are utilized by the artist?  Be specific and give examples.

The Theme

What is the “Big Idea”

How does the theme reflect the culture or era of the artist?

How is the theme perceived by our culture and contemporary times? 

How does the work connect to other big ideas, historically, musically, spirituality, politically, and artistically?

How does it connect with our life experiences?

Context

When, where, and by and for whom, was the work was created?

What were the conditions under which the work was created?

How is the work viewed by old cultures and foreign cultures?

What is the significance for the creator within his /her culture?

Your next design problem will be to create two containers that are inspired by the works of a particular culture.  Your container may be oval, round, square, or rectangular.  If you should choose to make your work on the wheel the written preparation must be handed in prior to starting along with design plans, cited sources and sketches.  Students will be allowed to use the wheels according to the use of class time and thoroughness of their written and design preparation.  If there is not a wheel available you will need to do a hand built container first.

Sources

 http://www.artsmia.org/ceramics/index.html http://www.esu9.org/~swegenas/midart/resources.htm
http://www.esu9.org/~swegenas/midart/museums.htm
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/ancient.htm
http://www.ceramicsculpture.com/directory.htm
http://www.africanart.org/html/museum_links.htm http://www.artsmia.org/ceramics/zslonay_vase/who.html#
Professional Journals

Clay Times

Ceramics Monthly

Craft

Text book 

Hands in Clay

Discover your own resource.  Make sure you have cited your source.

